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REVOLUTIONARY WAR MILITIA 
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See also: 
-Bibliography on the National Guard & Militia 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  MINUTEMEN OF 1775 
 
 
The term "minutemen" is usually associated with the militia of the colony of Massachusetts.  There, in 
1774, several counties selected one-third of their force to be prepared to assemble under arms "at a 
minute's warning."  The new Provisional Congress of Mass sought to reorganize all counties under this 
dual system of regular militia and minutemen.  In July 1775, the Continental Congress in Philadelphia 
recommended "one-fourth part of the militia in every colony be selected as minutemen of such men as 
are willing to enter into this necessary service."  See: 
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The Massachusetts minutemen were drawn from the militia regiments and organized into separate 
companies, complete with elected officers and noncommissioned officers.  For example, the muster roll 
of Captain Nathaniel Gage's company of minutemen, lists a captain, a first and second lieutenant, four 
sergeants and four corporals.  See: 
 
French, Allen.  The Day of Concord and Lexington:  The Nineteenth of April, 1775.  Boston:  Little 

Brown, 1925.  pp. 21-25.  E241.L6.F82. 
 
_____.  The First Year of the American Revolution, cited above, pp. 42-43. 
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Ambrose, 1895.  p. 36.  F74.B72.W66. 
 
 
 
 
OTHER MINUTEMEN 
 
On Culpeper Minutemen of 1775 at Great Bridge, VA, 9 Dec 75, see: 
-Beveridge, Life of John Marshall, Vol. I, pp. 69ff.   (E302.6.M4.B572). 
-Boatner, Encyclopedia of the American Revolution, pp. 447-448 (Ref) 
-Military Collector & Historian Plate 259, Group 3, Vol. 1. 
-Eller, Chesapeake Bay in the Amer. Rev. (E230.5.C42.C42), pp. 77 & 83. 
-Templeton, Northern Va. Heritage, p. 157 (F227.T4). 
 


	REVOLUTIONARY WAR MILITIA

